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476 THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW 

I don't regard the Administration with as much confidence as I should 
like to feel, and I long ago ceased to expect from Congress enlightened 
statesmanship or wise action on any great question that affects the personal 
interests of a majority of its members. 

I hope you are going to write more on the European situation. 

George Kennan. 
New York City. 

OUR PURPOSE LAID BARE 

Sir, — I have read your article in the January North American Review, 
relating your impressions abroad, — how Woodrow Wilson is regarded in 
England and Prance. Your motive cannot be misconstrued. The obvious 
purpose was to discredit the President at home beeause in some countries 
abroad, for the moment, he is not favorably regarded. 

Among the manifold duties of the Chief Magistrate of this country it 
has always been regarded as one of the principal duties to maintain the 
honor and prestige of the nation — this is an obligation imposed upon him 
by public sentiment, by the general opinion of the country. Has Woodrow 
Wilson not met that requirement ably and fully? Have not diplomatic 
means attained the same result that oceans of blood — to say nothing of 
treasure — could not do more to accomplish? 

It has been the design and purpose of all the warring nations in Europe 
to embroil us in their present conflict. Jealous of our prosperity and power 
they can see no reason why we should stand aloof and pursue the even tenor 
of our way, fulfilling our chosen destiny. 

They are at one in a mad endeavor to draw us into the vortex, and — I 
blush to say it — there are those of us here who would render all possible 
assistance to accomplish the same thing, and yet they call themselves pa- 
triots and good citizens! The test of the popularity and accomplishments 
of an Administration is to be based upon the judgment pronounced upon 
it at home, by those whom it immediately serves and who are responsible 
for its existence; not upon a pronounced judgment of expatriates (who 
perhaps left their country for their country's good) and interested com- 
batants. 

Woodrow Wilson is today so firmly entrenched in the hearts of his 
countrymen that they will not yield him for another. They are assured 
of safety and honor under his guidance. You will find this to be the 
verdict in November. 

W. M. Green. 

Lima, Ohio. 

CHAOS AND ANARCHY IN MEXICO 

Sir, — I am writing to find out if you can help us through your splendid 
magazine, by telling the truth to the people about the conditions down here 
in Mexico? I have taken The North American Review for years. 

What we Americans read in most of the papers about conditions here is 
absolutely false. Instead of growing better, things are getting worse. This 
city is full of Americans and foreigners, waiting to be able to return to 
their homes in the interior, but they are not able to go for lack of trains, 
or unsafe conditions in the country. Our Government is being laughed 
at, and no matter what order comes from Washington, it is not obeyed 



